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EYES   THAT   WORK   INDEPENDENTLY
In fishes and some reptiles, like the chameleon, the eyes work
independently.
The eyes of a few deep-sea fish, and all such creatures as snails,
shrimps, lobsters and crabs are not only made to work independently,
but are placed at the end of a long stalk, which when not in use can be
folded back into grooves or telescoped and tucked out of the way.
ANIMALS   WITH   THREE   EYES
All eyes need care. Our own have two eyelids, those of many
mammals and all birds three, the third moving across the eye from the
inner corner outwards. These, together with tear glands, when present,
serve to keep the eye washed clean of dust and grit.
In a few invertebrate animals, like the king crab, there is a third eye,
placed on top of the head. One reptile, the rare Tuatera lizard of New
Zealand, even has the remains of such a third eye, handed down from
prehistoric ancestors, but it has now ceased to be of actual service. A
very few animals, like the cave fish of Kentucky, by living in almost
total darkness, have forfeited their eyes, and lost the power of sight.
HOW ANIMALS BECOME EXTINCT
COR every kind of animal now living, a hundred or more have become
* extinct. Animals, however, do not just die out; there is always a
reason for their disappearance. In the remote past slow changes of
climate killed off whole races of animals, as is happening today, though
such things occur so gradually we do not notice them.
TRAPPED   BY   ASPHALT
The records of the rocks prove that sometimes whole herds and
flecks must have been wiped out quite suddenly. Only one or two
million years ago elephants, giant sloths, bears, bison, wolves, lions,
vultures and scores of other creatures came to an end in South America,
where now are vast sheets of cold, hard asphalt. This stuff is full of the
bones of the vanished animals.
Ages ago the asphalt was soft lava, poured out by a volcano. From
tpnc to time rain and dew collected in dimples on its surface, and in a
djnought this tempted the creatures to their destruction. They ventured
out on to the solid-looking but treacherous asphalt to reach the water,
and were engulfed.
IdULBD  OFF   BY   NATURE
In Mongolia scores of skeletons of a vanished species of elephant
have lately been found* It had an enormous lower jaw shaped like a
shovel, which was evidently used for digging up soft vegetation from
swamps. All the evidence points to these monsters browsing on the
edges ^ a lake that was slowly shrinking. The animals ventured